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Provoking Enmity and War. 

One of the most insidious of the evils of large 
armies and strong navies, or of small ones which are 
ambitious and growing, is that they tend directly to 
provoke international dislike and friction, and thus 
to bring on war. This is often denied, but without 
any show of reason. It is asserted with the utmost 
assurance that armaments are a means of peace, not a 
provocative of war ; that strength — military strength 
— and peace go together. Other nations, it is as- 
serted, will respect the " strong " nation, and be afraid 
to attack it. This is superficially a very plausible 
and taking sentiment. 

The argument of history is, however, entirely 
against this view. Every nation that has made it- 
self a strong military power has shown itself more or 
less insolent, has aroused other nations against it, 
and finally got involved in war. It is the strong na- 
tions that have fought, and filled the world with 
blood and terror. The purely self-defensive element 
in armaments has always in large vigorous nations 
been overborne by the warlike, aggressive elements. 



It would be so in the case of small nations, if they 
were not overshadowed by great powers. 

Every modern European power has claimed that 
its armament was for self-defense alone, and therefore 
for purposes of peace. But everybody outside of 
each of these powers knows that this claim is false 
in the case of every one of them. Each of these great 
military powers, by reason of its threatening offen- 
siveness, as well as because of the mere fact of its 
extensive arming, has aroused the fear, jealousy and 
hatred of the others, and Europe has been on the 
verge of a many-sided war for a quarter of a century. 
Fear and opportunistic political combinations have 
so far prevented actual hostilities, — except against 
weak peoples, — but everybody believes that, unless 
other influences prove strong enough to prevent it, 
war is certain to come sooner or later. 

Besides the inevitable provocation of their mere 
existence, the principle reason why armaments tend 
directly to war, rather than to peace, is the wish of 
the men in charge of them to practice at their busi- 
ness, to see how the machine will work, and to pro- 
mote their personal interests. It cannot be otherwise. 
These men must be reckoned a part of the armaments, 
just as much as the regiments, the Krupp guns and 
the steel-clad battleships. If the armaments them- 
selves had no tendency to provoke hostility and to 
break peace, the leaders of them would do it. They 
do not want peace ; they want fighting, and promo- 
tion, and glory. They talk of peace while war is in 
their hearts. 

Count von Waldersee has given us a recent illus- 
tration of one of the ways in which this principle 
works. His conduct has shown that he did not mean 
to come back from China without something to show 
for his position as commander-in-chief. He meant to ' 
have some fighting, whether there was any need of 
it or not. His punitive expeditions have for the 
most part had no other ground than this, except per- 
haps that of angering China into open war and thus 
making way for conquest. There is no doubt that 
a good deal of the butchery in China, by the allied 
troops, came from the desire of the soldiers to try the 
terrific power of the new instruments, which for so 
many years they have been taught to handle. In 
every part of them, armaments make for war and 
enmity, not for concord and peace. 

The time will come, as certainly as fate, unless 
other forces countervail, when the powers armed to 
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the teeth will be unable to resist the impulse to turn 
their big war machines loose. That peace, or what is 
called peace, has so far been kept by every device of 
diplomacy, has been to the surprise of nearly every- 
body, and is not the least ground for believing that 
war will not finally result. 

The same tendency of armaments is showing itself 
in the case of our own, small as they yet are. What 
they lack in size they make up in ambitiousness. The 
men who manipulate their development, who are de- 
pendent upon them for promotion and fame, are 
coolly and calculatingly examining the horizon, to see 
where friction and prospect of war can be most easily 
gotten up. It is natural that they should do so. It 
is part of their business. 

A year and more ago the naval board was cogi- 
tating thus, and fell upon Germany as the country 
with which we were certain to have a naval war in 
the near future. They of course found us unpre- 
pared for such an emergency. The idea was imme- 
diately afterward exploited publicly by senators and 
others. Recently the thing has been taken up again, 
with more intensity and directness. Germany has 
been declared to be craftily laying designs against 
South America and certain islands within "our 
sphere." The Monroe doctrine has been declared in 
great peril. Admiral Dewey's prophecy has been 
emphasized, and remade by the Admiral himself, that 
our next war will be with Germany. The result has 
been that Germany has been so stirred up that she 
has felt herself compelled in self-respect to ask at 
Washington what it all means, and to make an official 
statement that she has absolutely no designs against 
the United States, South America, Monroe doctrine, 
or anything else on this side, but that she sincerely 
desires to be on friendly terms with us. The war 
promoters will no doubt chuckle over what they have 
accomplished, and bide their time for another stroke. 

There has been nothing whatever in Germany's 
conduct in this hemisphere to make any fair-minded 
American think that she has any colonial designs 
here. These army and navy promoters and their 
allies have manufactured the whole idea solely to 
advance their own aims, it would seem. If, however, 
the insinuations are continued from time to time, 
they will produce the very thing which these men, 
with so much pretended fear, assume to exist. It 
will offend any power like Germany to be thus ac- 
cused. If the accusations are continued long enough 
by men in high positions, the masses of the people 
will come to believe what is said, a feeling of dislike 
of Germany will become general, fixed enmity on her 
side will arise, and with it " designs." 

Even the Germans in South America, hundreds of 
thousands of whom are going there to escape the 
military burdens at home, and to try to improve their 
condition in freedom and quietness, without the least 
thought of colonial scheming, will at last grow in- 



dignant at being thus covered with reproaches. The 
result will ultimately be retaliation, colonial schemes 
in South America, and fixed estrangement between 
Germany and our country. This is the price we 
shall have to pay for such reckless and groundless 
talk, or, in other words, for having a body of ambi- 
tious militarists (supported and urged on by ambitious 
politicians), who naturally enough propose to expand 
their business. 

When we compel nations, by the offensive and 
false surmises of prominent public men, to ask for 
explanations and make protestations of their inno- 
cence, we are not far from serious misunderstandings 
and strained relations with them. Harmful as all 
this will be in the end, and deplored too when the 
baneful hour comes, it is our certain fate if we con- 
tinue to coquet with militarism, and allow its pro- 
moters to carry on their mischievous tactics at the 
heart of the nation. The work is going stealthily on 
while the people sleep, too busy with their own in- 
terests to call the administration of the nation's affairs 
to account. We are in greater danger of war to-day 
with foreign powers than we have ever before been 
in our history, because we are ourselves creating the 
unfortunate conditions out of which such danger 
grows. We are singing the song of peace while our 
hand is casting upon the earth the seed of hate 
and war. 

National Honor. 

On the 18th of May the British foreign office re- 
ceived through Lord Pauncefote the draft of a new 
canal treaty. The exact contents of the treaty are 
of course not yet made known, and will not be, ex- 
cept in the most general way, until the new project 
has been matured by the two governments. The 
document, in the drafting of which Lord Pauncefote 
has doubtless been freely consulted, is said to be a 
redraft of the previous treaty, with modifications sup- 
posed to accord with the views of United States sena- 
tors, on whose votes the fate of the treaty will depend. 
But of this only surmises can yet be made. 

It is not easy to see just how, considering the views 
held in London and among United States senators, 
the two governments can easily get together on the 
subject. The British government declined to accept 
the former treaty as amended, because it practically 
cast out the principle of neutralization incorporated 
in the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. It will not be likely 
now to recede from this position materially. On the 
other hand, the Senate will probably not accept any 
convention that does not put the canal, if built by 
our government, under the entire control of the 
government in time of war. 

Under these circumstances, and in view of the im- 
probability that a canal will be built with private 
capital, it is proposed by prominent Americans that 
when Congress meets next December it should pro- 



